
Highlands High 
School Parent 

Scheduling 
Night

Wednesday, February 9, 
2022



Introductions
Principal - Dr. Laura Burns

School Counselors

● Dr. Gurrera (A-I)
● Mrs. Carrarini (J-Sj)
● Mrs. Skwortz (Sk-Z)

Teachers

● Mr. Beresik - Band
● Mrs. Dickerson - Social Studies
● Mrs. Proano - World Languages
● Mrs. White - Mathematics
● Mr. Zeiler - Choir



Scheduling Timeline



Program of Studies



Graduation Requirements

1. Required coursework. Total of 24 credits

1. Keystone Proficiency Pathways

1. Career Readiness Requirement

1. Community Service



Graduation Requirements

Required Coursework 

● 4 English 
● 3 Math 
● 3 Science 
● 3 Social Studies
● 2 Physical Education and Health credits
● 2 Arts and Humanities
● 7 Elective credits



Graduation Planning Guide



A Day at the High School

● Homeroom starts at 7:45
● 7 academic periods (one must be English)
● Resource
● Lunch
● School ends at 2:30



Forbes Road Career and Technology Center

● Forbes Road Career and Technology is the local career and technology center 
that Highlands partners with.  It is located in Monroeville and offers 17 
programs to choose from.

● Students may enter Forbes during their 10th grade year.  Four core course 
requirements must be satisfied during the 9th grade year to be eligible to 
attend Forbes.

● Visit Forbes Road Career and Technology website for the online application 
and a description of the programs available.



NCAA ELIGIBILITY 

● Specific criteria for students participating at Div. I or II 

● Core courses
○ Div. I-16 core courses, GPA 2.3

○ Div. II-16 core courses, GPA 2.2

● SAT and sliding scale

● GPA 

● Eligibility Center Student Account: https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/
○ Account should be established no later than 10th grade

● NCAA website includes a list of HHS core courses



CHS vs. AP
College in High School: course taught by HHS teacher syllabus approved through 
designated university and credit is offered. 

● Application and fee information provided by teacher
● College credits are housed on the university transcript
● College credits transfer according to receiving university policy

Advanced Placement: syllabus designed by College Board. College credit available 
for students who score high on year end exam. 

● Fee for AP Exam
● College credits transfer according receiving university policy



Mathematics
Required courses:
Algebra 1 (Keystone Tested)
Geometry

Other Mathematics Courses:

● Algebra 2 
● Precalculus
● Prob & Stats/Elem Algebra

Courses Available for AP or CHS Credit:

● CHS Business Calculus
● AP/CHS Calculus 1 (A/B)
● CHS Calculus 2
● CHS Probability & Statistics



Computer Science
Electives

● Introduction to Computer Science - Python
● AP Computer Science A - JAVA (Can also be used for a math credit)



Mathematics/Computer Science
Questions?  Need more information?

Nicole White
Mathematics Department Chair

nwhite@goldenrams.com

724-226-2400 ext 4106



Are global 
citizens

Reflect on 
learning & 
the world 

around them

Collaborate 
with their 

Peers

Social Studies Students at HHS:

Practice 
Tolerance Learn 

Financial 
Literacy 

Skills

Express their 
ideas in lots 

of ways
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rights and 
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Thinkers
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current 
events
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Making 
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Are 
independent 

thinkers



Social Studies
Required Courses:

● US History/Honors US History (9)
● World Cultures/Honors World Cultures (10)
● Government/Economics (11/12)

Electives with College Credit Available

● AP Economics* (11/12)
● AP European History (11/12)
● AP Government* (11/12)
● AP US History* (10- 12)
● CHS Psychology (11/12)
● CHS Sociology (11/12)

*CHS Credit Also 

Available

Electives (Semester Courses)

● Civil Rights (11/12)
● Constitutional Law (11/12)
● Holocaust & Genocide Studies (11/12)
● Modern America (9-12)
● Intro to Psychology (10 - 12)
● Intro to Sociology (10 - 12)



Social Studies

FOR DETAILS ON SOCIAL 
STUDIES CLASSES

Questions?

Mrs. Michelle L. Dickerson
Social Studies Department Chair

mdickerson@goldenrams.com

724.226.2400  x4225  



World Languages 

German I
German II
German III
Honors German IV

Spanish I
Spanish II
Spanish III
CHS Spanish IV*

*Earn three La Roche University credits for CHS Spanish IV



Why study German or Spanish?



Optional
World Language Students ONLY

Global Scholars Program
International Club



Señora Proaño
Spanish Teacher

World Language Department Chair

Global Scholars Program Advisor

lproano@goldenrams.com

724.226.2400  x4232



Music Department

● Band (Marching & Concert Band)
● Honors Band *
● Stage Band (Before School)
● Jazz Ensemble
● Bandfront (Drill Team, Colorguard 

& Honor Guard)
● Music Recording & Production
● Music Theory I
● Honors Music Theory II *

● Concert Choir
● Honors Choir * 
● Student Accompanist
● Music and Magic
● Broadway and Beyond
● General Music
● Music Appreciation

Weighted Elective Credit *



Team / Family

Relevant

Award-Winning

Challenging

Rewarding

Instrumental Music Electives

Fun!

Highlands Varsity Marching Band

Jazz!





Spring Instrumental Music Performances

● Honors Recital - Wednesday, March 2nd
○ Honors Band Student Solos
○ Chamber Ensembles

● PMEA Region 1 Band Festival - Saturday, March 12th, Mt. Lebanon HS
● Alle-Kiski Valley Jazz Festival - Wednesday, April 20th
● Spring Band Concert - Wednesday, May 4th

○ HS Concert Band & Chamber Ensembles

● Spring HS/MS Jazz Concert - Friday, May 13th
○ HS Stage Band & Jazz Ensemble
○ MS Jazz Band

● All concerts begin at 7:00pm



Mr. Beresik
Music Department Chair, HSD

Director of Bands, HHS

mberesik@goldenrams.com

724.226.1000 x4175

To let me know which classes you 
are interested in. Thank you!














